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IT’S  CONVENTION  TIME  (OR  CLOSE). 

We  know  our  title  above  is  ambiguous,  and  here’s  why: 

If  the  post  office  outdid  itself  and  delivered  this  mailing  to  you  no  later  than  May  2,  and  if 
you’re  a  last-minute-to-make-up-your-mind  type  of  person,  you  still  can  sign  up  and  join  us 
for  all  the  good  times.  Just  call  Bob  Stein  (that’s  me)  at  312/263-7500,  and  he’ll  pull  all  the 
strings  necessary  to  accommodate  you.  However,  if  you’re  not  that  sort  of  person  and/or  if 
you  received  this  mailing  after  May  2,  we  can  only  tell  you  that  we’re  sorry  you  missed  out  on 
this  special  occasion.  If  our  past  conventions  remind  us  of  anything,  it’s  that  we  always  have 
a  great  time,  and  this  latest  Pacific  Northwest  trip  certainly  is  bound  to  be  judged  one  of  the 
best.  Because  this  newsletter  was  written  long  before  the  convention  actually  got  underway, 
look  to  our  July  mailing  for  a  copy  of  the  convention  program,  a  detailed  report  on  the 
convention’s  highlights,  and  an  acknowledgement  of  the  support  we  received  from  so  many 
participants.  And  do  read  on. . . 

THE  WHEN  AND  WHERE  OF  OUR  25TH. 

ISASC  was  founded  in  1976  (as  we  all  know),  so  without  complicating  our  lives  with  any 
millennium  date  controversy,  let  us  note  that  the  year  2001  clearly,  indisputably,  and 
unequivocally,  is  our  25th  Anniversary  Year.  We  want  to  celebrate  it  in  a  special  way,  and 
your  officers/directors  are  presently  looking  at  ways  and  means  to  do  just  that.  Our  best 
opportunity  to  acknowledge  this  momentous  date  is  our  2001  convention,  and  we’re  pleased 
to  tell  you  that  the  site  for  our  25th  Anniversary  will  be  the  city  of  Chicago.  The  dates  are 
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May  10  to  13,  and  our  hotel,  directly  in  the  middle  of  Chicago’s  Magnificent  Mile,  is  the 
resplendently  restored  Allerton  Crowne  Plaza.  Chicago  has  always  been  a  popular  setting  for 
our  annual  get-together  (The  Palmer  House  in  1984,  the  InterContinental  in  1991),  and  it 
seems  appropriate  to  return  to  the  city  where  ISASC  first  was  introduced  to  the  world  of 
metrology.  You’ll  enjoy  all  the  city  offers,  you’ll  enjoy  the  festive  occasion,  and  you’ll  enjoy 
the  company  of  scale  collectors/friends  from  near  and  far.  It’s  not  too  early  to  start  thinking  — 
along  with  us  -  Chicago  2001,  Chicago  2001,  Chicago  2001. 

AND  FOR  YOUR  READING  PLEASURE... 

You’ll  find  the  following  in  this  mailing  — 

(1.)  ISASC’s  State  of  the  Society  message  from  our  President.  Tom  Dooley  has  things  to 
say  to  our  members  that  we  know  you’ll  find  of  interest,  and  if  you’d  like  to  respond 
or  let  him  have  your  thoughts  on  whatever’s  on  your  mind,  feel  free  to  call,  e-mail,  fax 
or  write  him.  Tom  is  looking  for  member  feedback  that  will  keep  him  better  tuned  in 
and  help  keep  our  Society  on  course. 

(2.)  ISASC’s  new  Membership  Directory  for  2000.  One  look  through  it  and  you’ll  see 
how  it  can  always  be  counted  on  as  an  invaluable  aid  to  your  collecting  efforts. 

(3.)  ISASC’s  Financial  Statement  for  2000.  It  bears  witness  to  our  taking  leave  of  the  past 
millennium  (or,  more  precisely,  its  last  25  years)  on  a  solvent  note,  and  the  likelihood 
of  that  same  comforting  condition  continuing  for  the  next  millennium.  And  while  on 
the  subject  of  lucre,  our  thanks  go  to  treasurer  Eddy  Konowitz  for  maintaining  our 
books  and  extrapolating  good  news  from  their  contents. 
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(4.)  ISASC’s  list  of  donors  to  our  Benefactor  Program.  Once  again,  a  good  share  of  our 
members  --  93,  to  be  exact  —  voluntarily  responded  to  our  annual  solicitation  for  funds 
to  enable  us  to  maintain  our  high  operating  standards.  Each  is  named  individually, 
and  we  want  to  thank  each  individually  and  all  of  them  collectively  for  their 
generosity.  We’re  most  appreciative! 

NEWS  TO  REJOICE  BY. 

One  of  our  long-time  members,  Bill  Everett,  just  this  past  January  let  us  know  that  he  went 
and  got  married  the  January  prior,  during  the  last  millennium,  to  be  specific.  Talk  about 
keeping  the  news  a  secret.  The  newlyweds,  Bill  and  Libby,  are  wintering  in  Florida  and 
returning  this  spring  to  their  Pittsburgh  abode  to  carry  on  with  their  scale  collecting  ways.  All 
the  best,  you  two. 

NEWS  TO  BE  SADDENED  BY. 

One  of  our  most-committed  members  who  served  ISASC  in  many  ways  over  many  years  was 
George  Mallis,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  it  grieves  us  to  have  to  report  his  passing.  George 
was  a  charter  member  of  ISASC,  and  although  well  along  in  years  during  his  long-time 
membership,  he  was  by  nature  spry  and  lively,  and  possessed  an  inquisitive  mind.  He 
enjoyed  a  well-earned  reputation  as  an  authority  on  coin  scales  and  counterfeit  coin  detectors 
and  was  a  prominent  author  on  matters  of  metrology.  George  left  us  the  end  of  1999,  shortly 
after  the  demise  of  his  wife,  Dorothy,  who  was  his  devoted  partner  during  their  many  years  of 
married  life.  Friends  of  theirs  from  all  walks  of  life  will  miss  the  two  of  them. 
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TALE  OF  A  SCALE  AUCTION. 

Some  years  ago,  Richard  Weisler  was  a  member  of  ISASC  and  maintained  a  very  nice  scale 
collection.  As  the  years  passed,  his  wife  assumed  ownership  of  the  collection  and  last  fall, 
she  moved  it  to  Time  &  Again  Auction  Galleries  in  Linden,  N.J.  At  this  point,  member  Jerry 
Katz,  respected  far  and  wide  as  a  scale  maven,  was  retained  to  prepare  the  collection  for 
auction.  That  he  did  during  the  course  of  a  busy  week,  and  last  September  23rd  the 
auctioneer’s  hammer  fell.  A  number  of  our  members  attended  the  event,  most  of  whom 
bought  one  or  more  scales  and  went  home  happy.  End  of  tale.  Moral  to  the  story:  There  are 
scales  out  there;  just  keep  looking  and  listening. 

“SERVICE  WITH  A  SMITE.” 

The  phrase  has  been  around  for  some  time  but  is  no  less  true  because  of  its  vintage.  Relate  it, 
if  you  will,  to  the  following  two  anecdotes: 

1.)  About  member  Charles  Hatch  of  Boxford,  Mass.,  whose  October,  1999,  EQM  arrived 
with  two  pages  totally  blank  (!),  and  who  then  reported  it  to  Ruth  Willard,  and  then  wrote 
Ruth  (separately)  and  Jerry  Wilson  and  Bob  Stein,  as  follows  --  “...my  letter  to  Ruth 
mentioning  it  (the  blank  pages)  and  asking  a  couple  of  other  questions  turned  into:  a 
faxed,  then  mailed  memo  from  her  (Ruth);  a  replacement  EQM  from  you.  Bob;  a  phone 
call  from  you,  Jerry,  followed  quickly  by  another  replacement  copy;  a  nice  letter  from 
Diana  Crawforth-Hitchins,  answering  my  questions;  and,  a  very  complimentary  letter 
from  Ruth,  all  in  the  span  of  about  ten  days,  I  think.  Now,  how  can  anything  beat  that 
action??” 
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Update:  It  turns  out  that  Charlie  is  quite  an  accomplished  writer,  and  presently  is  doing 
two  articles,  one  on  the  raising  of  the  USS  Maine  from  the  bottom  of  Havana  Harbor  in 
1912,  and  one  on  an  expedition  through  northern  Maine  by  a  British  military 
engineer/surveyor  of  the  Mid- 18th  Century.  This  means  that  Ruth  Willard’s  chances  of 
getting  him  to  write  for  EQM  are  good  (in  a  matter  of  time)  but  not  quite  so  good  (for  the 
immediacy). 

2.)  About  new  member  Janet  Arnold  of  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  who  wrote  us  of  her  intention 
not  to  renew  her  membership  for  2000  because,  as  she  put  it  “I  have  too  many 
professional  demands.”  In  that  same  letter,  but  unrelated,  she  told  us  of  her  experience 
with  a  scale  dealer  from  whom  she  bought  —  and  paid  for  -  various  scale  parts,  parts  she 
never  received  and  for  which  she  had  nothing  to  show  except  two  cancelled  checks. 

The  inequity  was  obvious,  and  we  could  do  no  less  than  try  to  remedy  the  situation, 
which  we  were  able  to  do.  The  dealer  was  apologetic,  admitted  to  a  lapse  in  good 
business  practices,  and  rectified  the  situation  immediately.  Then  came  a  second  letter 
from  Janet,  in  which  she  wrote,  “I  did  not  anticipate  your  personal  involvement.  Your 
assistance  was  greatly  appreciated.  My  decision  to  withdraw  from  ISASC  ...  was  based 
on  personal  time...  Today,  my  decision  to  continue  my  membership  is  based  on  the 
assistance  you  provided  me.  To  be  a  member  of  an  organization  with  such  high 
standards  is  a  privilege.  I  have  sent  dues  to  Mr.  Konowitz  today.  I  look  forward  to 
meeting  you  and  other  members  of  ISASC  in  the  future.  I  will  target  the  2001  annual 
convention/seminar.  Once  again,  thanks  for  your  assistance.” 

Update:  We’ll  all  be  looking  forward  to  meeting  Janet  in  Chicago  in  May,  2001. 
Meanwhile,  our  thanks  to  her  for  the  sentiments  she  expressed.  She  made  our  day  and 
then  some. 
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THE  BRITISH  ARE  COMING  (AROUND). 


Britain  reluctantly  adopts  metric  system 


Never  one  to  give  an  inch  in  matters  European,  Britain  nevertheless  has 
followed  a  mandate,  from  its  European  Union  partners  and  reluctantly 
banished  its  800-year-old  imperial  weights  and  measurement  system  in 
favor  of  metrics.  Draft  beer  still  will  be  sold  in  pints,  road  signs  will 
remain  in  miles,  and  precious  metals  will  be  measured  in  troy  ounces. 
But  under  the  legislation,  which  took  effect  Jan.  1,  it  is  a  criminal 
offense  to  sell  most  packaged  or  loose  products  in  imperial  measures. 
Britain  has  been  inching  toward  metrification  since  1965,  but  the 
changeover  this  year  marks  the  most  ambitious  overhaul. 


According  to  the  news  item  above,  the  British  are  in  the  process  of  adopting  the  metric 
system,  one  inch  or  so  at  a  time.  However,  that  allegation  can’t  be  true  of  our  overseas  scale 
collector  friends.  Reluctantly?  Who’s  to  say.  Kicking  and  screaming?  Yes. 


AND... 


on  that  note  we’ll  say  goodbye.  We  hope  to  see  you  in  Seattle,  but  if  not,  we’ll  resume  this 
communique  next  July  and  bring  you  up  to  date  on  our  Pacific  Northwest  adventure. 


Fraternally, 


